
Creating the world’s most valuable treasure map 
Building confidence in cellos, coffee tables and cocoa beans 
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Problem:

Tackling global deforestation and degradation requires that the 
actors involved in global supply chains have the means to 
accurately verify the identity and geographic source of both 
timber and agricultural commodities. 



Solution:
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World Forest ID brings 
science-based traceability 
to forest-connected supply 
chains. We provide: 

A cost-efficient method for 
verifying product claims

A proven partnership of 
globally respected and highly 
experienced partners

A powerful tool for 
enforcement agencies to 
combat illegal logging, 
deforestation and fraud

The only open-source, 
georeferenced collections of 
wood and forest risk 
commodities in the world

Irrefutable evidence of 
identity and origin for 
businesses, authorities, 
certification schemes, NGOs 
and others involved in global 
trade
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Goal:

By 2030, build the sample collections and reference 
databases sufficient to independently verify product 
identity and origin in forest-connected supply chains, 
thereby protecting the world’s forests.



Strategies:
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1: Build the open-source 
datasets that enable 
science-based 
technologies to verify or 
refute species and origin 
claims with increasing 
precision. 

2: Increase scientific 
capacity to enable 
widespread adoption of 
wood identification 
technologies; allowing for 
worldwide testing and 
more effective demand-
side interventions. 

3: Train and support in-
country labs and 
organizations, particularly 
in high-risk countries. 



Activities:
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Build
reference datasets in 
partnership with forensic 
laboratories and universities

Collect
samples from geo-
referenced trees and 
agricultural crops 

Curate
samples at Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew; U.S. Forest 
Service Wood Identification & 
Screening Center (WISC)

Enable 
the uptake of science-based 
traceability by labs, industry, 
and enforcement agencies

Share Knowledge
about the role of science in 
protecting forests globally
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World Forest ID Collections

http://app.worldforestid.org/

